DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE
MILLINGTON, TN 38055-0000 5720

PERS 00J6/20170136
Marxrch 14, 2017

Mr. Anthony Anderson
Guardian of Valor

25 Derby Lane
Lugoff, SC 29078

Dear Mr. Anderson:
SUBJECT: YOUR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA)}) REQUEST

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request in which you seek a releasable copy of Navy Official
Military Personnel File (OMPF) documentation pertaining to CDR
Ryan Zinke (Ret). Your request with email clarification was
received in this office (PERS-00J) on January 3, 2016, and has
been assigned correspondence file number CNPC20170136 by this
command.

Although your request seeks only “releasable” information,
in order to reflect transparency, we are processing your reguest
go that information which cannot be disclosed ig identified in
our response.

A releasable copy of the applicable OMPF is enclosed. No
disciplinary documentation was located in the applicable record.
The remaining portions of the record containing documentation
reflective of medical exams, retirement details, Records of
Emergency Data, benefit elections, designated security
clearances, and Fitness Report performance analysis (page two of
Fitness Reports) are exempt from disclosure in entirety as they
are not reasonably segregable. The redacted portions of the
released documentation, and documentation withheld in entirety,
are exempt from disclosure under FOIA exemption 6 [5 U.S.C. §
552(b) (6)] . Release of such information would be a clearly
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy of CDR Zinke and
other individuals. Portions of the documentation provided are
withheld under FOIA exemption 3 .[5 U.S.C. § 552(b{(3)] in
conjunction with 10 U.S.C. § 130c¢ as it pertains to sensitive
information of foreign governments. Portions of the
documentation provided are withheld under FOIA exemption 3 [5
U.S.C. § 553(b)(3)] in conjunction with 50 U.S.C. § 421 as it
pertains to the protection of identities of U.S. government
undercover intelligence officers, agents, informants, and
sources.
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Because your request has been partially denied by this
command, you are advised of your right to appeal this
determination in writing to the Office of the Judge Advocate
General, OJAG Code 14, 1322 Patterson Avenue SE Suite 3000,
Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5066.

If an appeal is deemed necessary, it must be received in
that office within 90 calendar days from the date of this
letter, in order to be considered. To expedite an appeal, you
should enclose a copy of this letter and a copy of the original
request along with a statement regarding why your appeal should
be granted. The letter of appeal and the envelope should bear
the notation, “FOIA/PA APPEAL.”

I am the official responsible for the partial denial of
your request. Should you wish to discuss the processing of your
request by this command, you may contact the undersigned at
(901) 874-3165. You may also contact the DON FOIA Public
Liaison, Christopher Julka, at Christopher.a.julka@navy.mil and
(703) 697-0031.

Sincerely,

D. P. GERMAN
FOIA/PA Officer
By direction
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The Secretary of the Navy takes plessure in pressuting the
NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL (Gold Star in lieu of sacomd award) to

KYAN ETITH ZINKE
LIBUTERART '
USITED STATES MAVY

for sexvicas as set forth in tha following
CTTATION: :

*For profes: .unnl achisvamsnt in the supszior ¢ his duties uhile serving
. & che First Phass OFficer of the Basic Undarwater /SEAL training course at the
Nxval Special Werfare Center from June 1988 y 19 Lieutanant Zinke consistently
performed his damsnding duties in an axemp higily professicral nsmmer. Dilphyhl;‘ '

sxosptional skill and resourcsfuluess the owerbsul of the First Phuss

inwvalved in ymmercus high risk

t : evolutions. Mis diligent efforts and superd

stved hinm and ocontributed sl;ni.ﬁelnt.ly :n. the
‘s -i.ui.un I.im: ﬂnb‘li sxcopricnal profexsional
'mmmﬂeﬁmtemtcmhmum
with highest craditions of the United States Nawal .Smin."

Fozr the Sacretary of ths Navy,

1HOMAS M. LARSON
Captain, Uniced Staves Ravy
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|| MERITOREQUS UNIT COMMENDATION to

NAVAL SYRCIAL WARFARE DEVELOPMRNT GROUP, DAM MECK, VA
THE SEGRETARY OF THE NAVY
\ - WASHIMDYON, D G 20350-1000

H =
The Secretary of the Navy takes pledh

NAVAL RPHCTAL WARFARE G

for sexvice as set forth in the fol g
CITATION:

Por meritorioue serviFe g assigned misziony ' Svom -
personnel of Naval Spectal
nguished themswlves through
al competence, and unwavering
or the development and evaluation
of advanced tactics £-the-art weapons and equipment,
Kaval Bpecizl Warfara t Group ensured every stap was taken
to bast prepare Naval 8p i1 Operaticna Forcas for encountars on
future battlsfields. The comhand’s unwavering .demend for excellence
and exceptional gedication set aver higher standards. By their
] Haatich, perseverance, and atsadfast devotion to
Mgiated personnel, and olvilian. employess of
N Rptar® Davalopment Group xaflected credit wpan

themselves andQuoel® the highest traditions of the United States
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tary of the Navy
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" Joint Bervtre Commendation Medal
- ) ) m.
' BRYANX 2ZINER

Lioutenaunt Commander Ryan K. Zinke, Unitsd States Navy,
distinguished himself by exceptionsally meftorious service
while serving as Tean: Leadar for his Tactical Davelopment
and EvaluatitR' Team and load factical plamner for the
development of spechlived capabilities at kis command from
Augnst 1996 to Febrmaiy 1997, Lirutenant Commander Zinke
- demonstrated exceptions] tactical fanovation in the planping,
coovdination and validation of speclalized tactics, teckniquss,
and procedures in support of 2 NCA.priority misdon. His
supech “lesdei¥hip,  nmwavering dedication to duty, and
. superior operstional epeetite sgnificanfly ehanced fhe
. rendinest of his command. Lisutenant Commsnder Zinke's
the United States Navy, aud the Department of Defanse.
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presenting the MERTSONIOUR ERNVICE MEDAL to

" COMMANDER XTAN X. EINKK
UNITED SEATES NAYY

!o:.smuntfmhmhhcfouwm
CTEARION:

For outstanding meritorious achievement ax Executive
Officer, ¥aval Special Warfars Center from JSmouszy '2001 to
November. 2004, He expertly' led over 575 offiosr and snlisted
SEAL instructorm and staff suppoxt perscnnsl, 22 UICK, eight
detachments, 15 geographic training facllity sites, 1200 basic
SEAL and SNOC students, and 4000 advanced SEAL stodents in the
conduct of high risk MSW trmining. During his tenure, he was
diractly responsible for prowiding suvperb training to 582 Basic
Underwatey Declition/SBAL gradcates, 227 Special Warfare
Ceabatant Crewvawsbers, and over 4000 SEAL advanced training
gralivates. In addition, 1w was the driving force bshind Naval
Bpecial Warfare Cunter‘s significent ccatribution of akilled NoWw
persommel to mpport the Global War on Teirorism. BHis diligent
efforts and resourcefulness were inspiving and contributed
grasatly to the sodosplisheent of Mawal Specizl Warfars Canter’:
mission. 7he exceptional professional abllity, ateadfast
initiative, and selfless dJdsdication to duty wxhibited My
Coomander Einke reflected great credit upon hiwwelf and uphald
the highest traditicns of the United States Xaval Service.

COMMARDER, MAVAL SPECTAL WARFARE COMMAND
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The Eresident of the United States takes pleasure in preseqting the
BAONIZ STAR MEDAL to P Fresenting

.
COMENDIR. RIAK K. IINKE

for service as set forth in the follewing
ﬂm: :

- Por meritoricus achievement in comeaction with combat
cperations as Daputy Commander, Comhined Joint Spacial
Operations Task Force - aArabian’ Peninsula {CIBOTP=AP) in
suppoxt of Operation IRAQT PREEDON from 12 Februdry to 15 May
2004, Commander Zinke provided unmatched leadership and
proven combat aexscution to westablish a secure and stabla
-environment in Irag. He twice surged forward to provide
critical leadership in suppork of Operations RESOLUYX SWORD.
and VIGILENT RESOLVE.  His initiztive assisted Coalition
Porces in re-establishing civilian contzol and stability in
Fallujah through the suxgical use of interdiction operations,

counter-anmbush patrols, Direct Action (DA) missions, and other
missions. Duri

forces conducted |(b)(6)
{b)(6)

(b)(6) .. Commnder 3Zinke’s total .
TSITETTIVENERY, IOITSIUL ISEOEXPNip, and loyal devotion to duty
reflacted great ocredit upon him and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Waval Service.

Pr“imt'

- J. A
Rsar Admiral, United States Navy
Comander, Raval special Warfare Cowgand
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COMMANDER
" NAVAL SPECIAL WARFARE COMMAND

. The Fresident of the United Btates takes Pleasurs in presenting the
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (Golflstu-in liouoftherot_xrthm:d} to

" COMMANDOR. JTAX X, EINKE
THTTND FPAYES JAVY

for sarvios as set forth in the following
CITATION: '

Yor outstanding meritorious service while serving ss Hawval
Special Warfare Techmology Programs and Tactical Training
Range Officer from January to Ootobsr 2007. Copmander. Xinke
vas the single driving force behind developing the command
vision, policy, orgsnization, and respurce reguiremsnts to
create a viable, ¥aval Special Warfare (NSN} tactical training
range progxam.. Under his bold lesdership, tenacious aciman,

© and unmatched technical ikmowledge, the ¥SW range prograx .
contributed significantly to the overall mission resdinsss ard
combat effectiveness of NSW. His superb efforts and
phenomenal ability to produce results will leave ‘a legacy of
excellenoe in preparing and training every SEAL and S¥CC for
combat operationa. While aserving as Technology Programs
Officer, Cosmsander Xinke spsazheaded mudtiple advanced
technology efforts which supported the Global War on Terrorimm
(GWOT) and Operetions ENDURING FREEDOM and TRAQT FPREEDOM.
Commander Zinke’s exceptiomal professionslism, parsonal
initiative, and loval devotion to duty xeflacted great cradit

vpon him and were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the Onited States Naval Service.

For the Fresident, ' ' -
Rear Admiral, United States Mavy
Commandex, Naval Ppecial Warfare Commapd
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